Ohio Collegiate Soccer Officials Association
Proudly Serving Ohio College Soccer Since 1963
The Annual Business Meeting of the Ohio Collegiate Soccer Officials Association was held in the library of Kettering Fairmont High School, 3301 Shroyer Road, Kettering, on Sunday, March 16, 2008. There were 33 members in attendance.
The meeting was called to order at 11:03 by OCSOA President Kathleen Dolan.
Statement of Operations

Treasurer Michael Kinder presented the current state of fiscal affairs. As of March 8, 2008, OCSOA has $186.98 in checking, with $12,179.77 in a savings account; detailed handout provided for revenue and expenditures since July 01, 2007, through March 16, 2008.
Secretary Report
Secretary Bickley reviewed the highlights from the minutes of the ARM on July 21, 2007, but individual copies of the minutes were not available. The minutes are to be posted via the OCSOA website. There was discussion regarding the best way to release future minutes. Many members prefer to not have attachments with their e-mails since it uses space in their system. An alternative would be a global e-mail with the website URL where interested parties could read the minutes on line. 

Regional Advisory Member Reports
Dayton: 
~ Michael Rado is retiring; and 

~ Doug Palomaki reported there are two applicants under consideration for OCSOA membership.

Cincinnati: 
~ No report was submitted for Cincinnati and regional advisory member Cory Cusmano was not in attendance. 
Columbus: 
~ No report was submitted for Columbus and regional advisory member Mark Carpenter was not in attendance. 
NW:
~ No report was submitted for the Northwest nd regional advisory member Michael Gentry was not in attendance.
Kathleen clarified the new member application process.  The OCSOA deadline is April 1.  Candidates are reviewed as a group shortly thereafter at a scheduled Board Meeting.  The intention is to review, approve and process new members in time for the beginning of the season in mid-August.  Kathleen stressed that the NISOA deadline of August 31st is too late for new members to be assigned OCSOA matches, thus nullifying the purpose of adding new members to the chapter.
Committee Reports

Absent assignor Roger Phipps, Kathleen presented the following information.
Members are reminded to keep their closed dates current in Arbiter® for each assignor/organization and to click “ready” after changes are entered.  It is imperative that all members keep their availability up to date to ensure accurate assignments.  Members were reminded that allowing an assignment to lapse by not responding to an offered assignment is considered unprofessional and may result in loss of future assignments.
For the 2008 season, the OCSOA will no longer be assigning Heidelberg women, but have added the Oberlin women’s program. 

Coaches' Feedback
John Benintendi, Coaches’ Feedback Chair, provided an overview of the coaches’ feedback from 2007. Several specific examples for the misapplication of rules were pointed out:

~ play stopped for an offside on a throw in; and

~ stoppage for jewelry in the 85th minute with a 1 for 1 substitution allowed and the sub scoring a game winning 
    goal.

Coaches have more respect for the referees admitting a (possible) error, rather than becoming too defensive.

There is a perception that the ARs are not assisting as much as they could/should, as well as questions regarding fitness/positioning for the referee teams.

As in the past, only a handful of coaches submitted feedback, with the overall comments on referees being slightly more positive and the ARs about the same.

Mike Salyers asked about specific training available for ARs?

Roberto van deWyngard, Chapter Clinician, pointed out that there was a NISOA training module last year. He suggested taking an AR who does not perform up to expectations “off” matches already assigned or to not assign them at all. The problem may be in the numbers; i.e., OCSOA having sufficient numbers to fill coaching expectations.

When the OCSOA assignor is contacted regarding specific situations or (assistant) referees, he researches the situation. He may also receive information from Kim Vieira, local conference assignor, regarding concerns of the coaches from programs he assigns.

With the revisions to the assessment program, non-performing (assistant) referees will be known. Quicker feedback to the individuals from assessments and/or assignors may help alleviate the situation.

John pointed out that some coaches perceive that the “poorest” referees are assigned to the women’s programs. Kathleen clarified that each program, home team, and visitor is “weighted” before (available) referees are assigned. 

Assessments
Ken Baldeosingh, Director of Assessment, asked that the names of referees needing assessment be forwarded to Kathleen or Roger. An “unannounced” assessment could be scheduled for the referee’s next match. Assessors could also do independent (i.e., not scheduled through OCSOA) assessments. 
Currently, there are 15 matches assessed annually. The goal for 2008 is to raise this number to 35-40.  One major change for the Assessment Program in 2008 will be the payment of assessors after the season by the association.  No money will be exchanged at the field between the officials and the assessor.  Assessors will not be paid until they have submitted the required paperwork to the Director of Assessment.
The point of the OCSOA fee increase was to assure the assessment of all OCSOA members every couple of years. Mike Salyers suggested the caliber of the assessor be commensurate with the level of competition and/or referees. 
Membership Survey – 2007
Kathleen provided a summary handout of the responses to the membership questionnaire. She clarified some of the points of interest, including:
~ the make-up ARM no longer carries a fee for attendance;

~ the ARM and make up ARM will be on alternate days of the week (i.e., one will be Saturday, the other Sunday);

~ the ARM location will rotate but still be in a geographically central location;

~ the date of the ARM is predicated on the start of the season (second weekend in August), other soccer functions including high school rules meetings and USSF events; as such, the date will not always be perfect, but will be sensitive to these other activities as much as possible;
~ the OCSOA does not currently ‘recruit’ clients but rather, responds to colleges/universities who inquire about our services; there are pros and cons to assigning additional schools, most notably, increased travel distances;

~ the OCSOA will offer credit for one local meeting to members who participate in the pre-game referee seminar at Referees Day at the Crew on July 17 at 6:00;  pre-registration is required;
~ assessments for OCSOA members who are national referees or candidates will count within the OCSOA Assessment program, within reasonable limits and costs;

~ NISOA annual renewal requirements stipulate that all  members attend three local chapter meetings per year;
~ failure to attend the 3 meetings places a referee at risk of not being renewed as a NISOA member;
Kim Vieira is the secretary elect for NISOA and John Kipp will be our regional representative.

Elections

Ed Shoemaker, Election Chair, announced that there is only one announced candidate for each of the OCSOA Board positions. There being no nominees from the floor, it was moved and seconded that the nominations be closed. The motion passed unanimously. It was moved that the slate of candidates be passed by acclimation. The motion passed unanimously. 

The newly elected Board members are:

~ President, Kathleen Dolan;

~ Vice President, Doug Palomki; and
~ Treasurer, Michael Kinder; and
~ Secretary, Jeff Bickley.

Cory Cusmano Cincinnati, and Phil VonderBrink, Dayton, were elected as Regional Advisory Members.
There were no nominees as Columbus Regional Advisory Member.  It was determined the President would appoint a regional advisory member until such time an election could be held and if there were multiple willing candidates.
For The Good Of The Game

Kathleen announced the ARM will begin at 10:00 on Sunday, July 27, at the MOSSL Office, 670 Lakeview Plaza Blvd. Suite D, Worthington, OH 43085. An OCSOA assessor meeting will precede the ARM from 8:30-10:00 a.m.

The make up ARM will be in NW Ohio on Saturday, August 8, at a site to be determined.
All 2008 physical performance test (PPT) results must be received by the OCSOA by August 1.  Kathleen reminded the group that the NISOA renewal requirement of taking the PPT fulfills the re-registration requirement for the following year.  The OCSOA requires each member to take the PPT in the year of the season the official wishes to be assigned games.  OCSOA members who do not fulfill the PPT requirement in the season in which games are assigned will have their OCSOA assignments rescinded..

A motion was made, seconded and approved to adjourn. 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 12:37.
Respectfully submitted,

Jeffrey L. Bickley

OCSOA Secretary
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