THE OHIO COLLEGIATE SOCCER OFFICIALS ASSOCIATIONPRIVATE 

Proudly Serving Ohio College Soccer Since 1963

On Saturday, July 18, 2009, the Ohio Collegiate Soccer Officials Association (OCSOA) annual rules meeting (ARM) was held in the Performance Hall of Fairmont High School, Kettering, Ohio, and was called to order at 10:08 a.m.

Following introductions and an agenda overview, new NISOA members for the Chapter were introduced.

Dan Cullin (Chapter Clinician) reminded the membership that the 2008 NCAA Rules have not changed and that no new changes would be implemented for the 2009 season.  This was an intentional move by the NCAA to keep rules consistent for 2 year periods.  The rules committee of the NCAA will meet in 2010 to consider changes for the 2010 and 2011 seasons.  Members Michael Salyers and Chico Grajeda presented two clinics on points of emphasis for the 2009 season.
Following the taking of the refresher test, Dan reviewed the correct answers.

Doug Palomaki, Vice President, announced that coaches may provide feedback directly into ArbiterSports (formerly Arbiter®) and he will continue encouraging the coaches to do so. Coaching concerns for the 2008 season were:

· Match fitness;

· Professionalism;

· Consistency;

· Positioning; and 

· Not dealing with "violence" appropriately with cards.
In Michael Kinder’s absence, Kathleen provided the Treasurer's report.
 


Ken Baldeosingh detailed the OCSOA Assessment Program. Forty-eight assessments were completed on thirty-six OCSOA referees in 2008. Assessors made the following observations:

· Referees need to improve on keeping up with play;

· Some referees, although keeping up with play, were in the "passing zones;"

· Referee teams did not always deal appropriately with the "professional" fouls;

· Pre-game preparation was inadequate;

· Assistant referees need to stay focused on their responsibilities;

· Assistants need to stay with the play; and

· Assistants need to do more assisting by calling fouls

More conferences are moving to designated assignors. Kathleen and Rizal Milliken, assignor for OCSOA, met with representatives from the North Coast Athletic Conference in March. Part of the OCSOA proposal was for NISOA physical performance test (PPT) results to be provided.

Rizal explained the assignment process for 2009. Some of the factors in making assignments include peer ratings, feedback from the coaches, and assessments. Currently, OCSOA assigns approximately three hundred seventy-five matches. For this year, Ohio Christian University (women) and OSU-Newark have been added.  Cincinnati Christian University will not utilize the services of OCSOA.

Rizal explained there would be a three day window of opportunity to accept/decline assignments starting in August. Reminders included:

· Referees should contact their assistant referees at least three days prior to all scheduled matches.

· Referees should contact the home school at least two (preferably three) days prior to all scheduled matches.

· Contact is defined as making actual connection via email, phone, text, Facebook, Twitter, etc.  Leaving a message that is not returned does not qualify.

· Assistant referees should contact their referees two days in advance of all scheduled matches if the referee fails to initiate contact. 

· Under no circumstances should any member of the crew travel to a game site without actual contact with both the home school and fellow officials.

· Officials should arrive at the game site no later than one hour in advance of scheduled kick-off.  Thirty minutes prior is no longer acceptable.  

· Carry the phone number of the home school coach/administrator with you to all games. If road construction or another legitimate cause prevents you from arriving on time, PLEASE call the home school coach/administrator to alert them that you are on your way.  
· Do not 'switch' assignments among your crew at game time.  If you are the assigned referee and you are unable to perform your role, CALL Rizal immediately.  There are many reasons we have assigned each of you to your role, please do not take it upon yourself to make changes.  This includes adding an unpaid fourth official to your match.  If you wish to do this and have a willing volunteer, you MUST call Rizal prior to implementing such a maneuver.

· Please make sure the referee completes the game report in Arbiter within twenty four hours from completion of the match.

· Review the rule book and make sure you understand the severe weather policy.  It is not acceptable to ignore or pretend not to see/hear lightning/thunder in an attempt to play the game to the 70th minute. 

Kathleen explained that a PPT score of 1.0 is required for OCSOA assignments. Anyone below that threshold will not received assignments for 2009; already assigned matches will be re-assigned. 

The NISOA convention will be next week. Issues being addressed may include: changes to the PPT, going to an all black sock, and the announcement of an Executive Director.
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned. Attendees were encouraged to stay for the local rules presentation.
Respectfully submitted,

Jeffrey L. Bickley, OCSOA Secretary
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